210                               France is Divided
true meaning without deceiving the world for long. The seemingly
surprising paradox that active opposition to the war was a revolu-
tionary act during the " First Germanic War", while similar
active opposition to the war was a counter-revolutionary act
during the " Second Germanic War", and not only from
June 22nd, 1941, onwards, is a purely apparent contradiction.
Similarly, between 1914 and 1918 it was the positive Socialist
and international elements in the belligerent nations who were
attempting to achieve a compromise peace, while the Govern-
ments rendered, in 1917, the attempts in the Stockholm Socialist
Peace Conference futile; from September 1939 it was the re-
actionary semi-Fascist, ultra-nationalist elements, from the
capitalist point of view international, who were desperately trying
to arrive at a compromise, while the progressive parties among
the Allied nations used every possible means to prevent the
success of such dangerous endeavours.
By the same mental process the word maquis was struck afresh
in the people's mint, since the right of coining ideas and words is,
during this revolutionary period, in the hands of the people of
France.
The word maquis soon became a title of honour, like the words
franc-tireur and partisan, which formerly had a derogatory mean-
ing. (The maquis embraced all parties and should not be con-
fused with the two well-known Communist-Resistance organisa-
tions, the Francs-Tireurs et Partisans and the " Front National ",
concerned in the main with systematic sabotage.) Soon the
maquis was organised on a real military footing, waging real
battles against the " other France ". This " other France " had by
now corne into the open, her fate definitely linked with that of the
other Fascists throughout the world. She was soon as well organ-
ised as the reawakening " true France ", the maquis, as though the
physical law that the liquid in the U-tube will always rise to the
same level, applied to the social life of a community in eruption.
While the Anti-Bolshevik Legion was fighting in Russia the
" home police" legion, soon to become Joseph Darnand's
" Militia ", was trying in vain to wipe out the " terrorists ", the
unknown heroes of Haute Savoie, who had the moral support of
almost the entire population. It is now known that many
thousands of foreigners, especially those of the International
Brigade, and the " Red Spaniards " joined them in their common
cause. In this straggle, which had become open civil war, it
was the outlaws and maqmsards who represented order, progress,
social freedom, national liberation and law, while the " Militia ",
the henchmen of the Francisca State and " New Order"% stood